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The author of the Wisdom of 
Ecclesiastes writes, “For every-
thing there is a season, and a time 
for every matter under heaven” 
(3:1). I certainly have been 
reflecting on these verses the 
last few months as the reality 
of moving from the Diocese of 
Montreal to the Diocese of Ot-
tawa begins to sink in. 

As this edition of the Montre-
al Anglican arrives in people’s 
mailboxes, I will be packing the 
final boxes and preparing for 
the move in the coming weeks. 
Some have said to me over the 
last few months, in a light spirit, 
“you’re abandoning us.” But I 
have replied in all seriousness, 
“I am responding to the call of the 
Spirit to a new place.” 

I have worked and been 
part of this diocese for almost 
30 years, having arrived in 
Montreal to study political sci-
ence at McGill and then hear-
ing the Spirit call to discern 
ordained ministry. For most of 
my life, I have known this city 
and this Diocese as home and I 
have been blessed to have had 
such a full and robust involve-
ment, both in the city and in 
the church. 

The last 8 and a half years I 
have had the honour and privi-
lege to serve as Vicar General 
and Executive Archdeacon – a 
role which has allowed me to 
see the hand of God and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in so 
many places throughout this 
diocese. What a blessing it has 
been to have served along side 

so many faithful and talented 
clergy and lay leaders in this 
diocese. 

As I prepare to leave and 
continue the work of transition 
with Bishop Victor-David and 
Archdeacon Deborah Meister, 
I am excited about the oppor-
tunities that lie ahead for this 
diocese. Of course, the ministry 
that lies ahead doesn’t come 
without some hard work and 
commitment. It is a commit-
ment that needs to be part 
of the course for which we 
as church are being called to 
move into – but indeed a time 
of excitement and hope for 
what God has in store for us as 
a Diocese.

In this season of Advent, I 
wait patiently to see what won-

Until We Meet Again

Robert Camara addresses Synod, October 4, 2025. To his right is Da-
vid Eramian, former Diocesan Chancellor. Photo by Janet Best.

The Venerable Robert Camara 
has served as Vicar General and 
Executive Archdeacon of the Dio-
cese of Montreal since 2017. On 
December 12, 2025 he will return 
to parish ministry in the Diocese 
of Ottawa.

ROBERT CAMARA

The Synod Staff gathered with stories and well wishes as David Burnstun (5th from right) retires after 27 years of service as Office Clerk for the 
Synod Office. L-R: Stephen Tam, Lee-Ann Matthews, Jennifer James-Phillips, Nicki Hronjak, Bishop Victor-David, Ardyth Robinson, David 
Burnstun, Neil Mancor, Sophie Bertrand, Sandra Koukou, Robert Camara.

A farewell celebration for David Burnstun as he retires from the Diocese

derful things God has in store 
for the Diocese of Montreal and 
for what God is calling me to 
in the years ahead. I also give 
thanks for the many friend-
ships, love and encouragement 
I have experienced over the last 
three decades and continue to 
hold you and the work of this 
diocese in my prayers. This 
isn’t so much a good-bye, but 
rather, until we meet again. In 
the words of that well known 
Irish blessing: May the road 
rise to meet you, may the wind 
be always at your back. May the 
sun shine warm upon your face, 
the rains fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, may 
God hold you in the palm of his 
hand.

led the SPVM Police Orchestra 
for 23 years, bringing music to 
senior residences and commu-
nity events. Even after retiring 
from active duty, Judy remains 
deeply involved—coach-
ing officers, leading school 
workshops, and sharing her 
expertise on social issues across 
the island of Montreal and in 
Lanaudière.

Today, Judy continues to in-
spire those around her through 
her enduring commitment to 
service, mentorship, and com-
munity empowerment.

Contact Ombudsperson 

For safeguarding concerns or 
questions contact Ms. Judy 
Yankowski;

ombuds@montreal.anglican.ca 

(514) 843-6577 ext 280

Ombudsperson
continued from page 3

Set the Tone: Rooted, Empowered, Called
Youth Overnight Brings Faith, Fun, and Friendship 

From Friday, September 27, to 
Saturday, September 28, 2025, 
youth from Christ Church 
Beaurepaire, All Saints by the 
Lake, and Christ Church Cathe-
dral came together for a special 
overnight gathering filled with 
faith, fun, and friendship.

Themed “Set the Tone: 
Rooted, Empowered, Called,” 
the event invited participants 
to explore what it truly means 
to be called by God—and 
how to listen for God’s voice 
in their own lives. Through 
guided reflections, prayer, and 
meaningful conversations, the 
youth discovered new ways of 
understanding how their faith 
shapes who they are and who 
they are becoming.

Workshops and group 
discussions encouraged 
participants to think deeply 
about being rooted in faith, 
empowered by God’s love, and 
called to make a difference in 
the world. Leaders helped the 
youth reflect on questions like: 
Where do I feel God’s presence 
most strongly? How can I live 

out my calling in everyday life?
Of course, no youth 

sleepover would be complete 
without fun! The night was 
packed with laughter, games, 
creative activities, and shared 
meals that helped build lasting 
friendships among participants 
from the three parishes. From 
late-night conversations to 
energizing morning reflections, 
the sense of joy and commu-
nity was felt throughout.

As part of their time to-
gether, the youth also engaged 
in a meaningful act of service. 
Partnering with Bread and 
Beyond, they prepared over 
70 sandwiches for those in 
need. This hands-on outreach 
reminded everyone that living 
out one’s calling often begins 
with simple acts of kindness, 
generosity, and compassion.

By the time everyone packed 
up on Saturday morning, hearts 
were full and spirits lifted. 
The weekend left participants 
feeling more connected to their 
faith, their peers, and the God 
who calls each of us by name.

It was truly an inspiring and 
joy-filled experience—one that 
“set the tone” for a new season 
of youth ministry and faith in 
action.

The Rev Jessica Bickford is the 
Executive Director of Phoenix 
Community Projects.

JESSICA BICKFORD

Creative activities and shared meals helped build friendships among 
participants from the three parishes. Photo by Jessica Bickford.
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LOU HACHEY

Ms. Linda Lou Hachey is the 
Executive Director of Mile End 
Mission

Mile End Mission is being mindful of our impact on the climate: Every step counts!

With the kind assistance of 
Mark Gibson, Chair of the 
Stewardship of the Environ-
ment Committee of the Diocese 
of Montreal, and the generous 
financial support of several 
donors, the Mile End Mission 
has taken another meaningful 
step toward sustainability.

We’re delighted to an-
nounce the installation of a 
York HH8 series cold-climate 
heat pump, replacing our aging 
gas-powered HVAC system. 

This new green-energy 
solution will keep our Mission 
warm in the winter and cool in 
the summer and significantly 
reduce our reliance on fossil 
fuels. By lowering NOx and 
particulate emissions, it will 

also improve the overall air 
quality for everyone who walks 
through our doors. We extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Mark 
for his guidance and expertise 
throughout this process.

For several years, the Mis-
sion has also been committed 
to recycling the used clothing 
we cannot sell in our Friperie. 
These items are shipped to 
communities in need around 
the world, ensuring they find 
a second life while reducing 
textile waste.

As we continue our work in 
the Mile End community, we 
are mindful that every action 
contributes to a healthier plan-
et. Together, we are making a 
difference one step at a time. 
ABOUT US

Mile End Community 
Mission is a volunteer-run, 
not-for-profit organization and 
community centre working 

with members of the commu-
nity who have been marginal-
ized by society for a variety of 
reasons.  Our services are used 
by people of all ages, many of 
whom struggle with addic-
tion, are in poverty and/or are 
homeless. We strive not only 
to help these people, but to 
empower them to help them-
selves.

HOW TO HELP
In this season of giving we are 
always happy to accept finan-
cial contributions. Go to www.
mileendmission.org/donate/ 
In addition, the mission is 
pleased to accept:

FOOD DONATIONS
Unopened non-perishable 

food, including canned food, 
rice, and pasta, dropped off 
to us Tuesday to Friday from 
10am to 3pm.

continued on page 12 

Christmas Around the Diocese

Welcome the Christmas Season by joining the Crosstalk 
Ministries Day Camps Community for our sixth annual 
“Carols & Cocoa”, an hour of video presentations, brought 
to you by performers from across Canada and beyond.

Contact the CTM office by DECEMBER 1st  for the link:
office@crosstalkministries.ca
    
Mark your Calendar, make a mug of 
cocoa and cosy up to your computer!

A suggested $10 donation 
would be gratefully received 
and by e-transfer 

Carols and Cocoa 2025
Saturday December 6th 4-5pm EST via ZOOM
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IAN VAN HAREN

Alongside Hope - Collaborations in Kenya

Ian Van Haren, Bishop of Kitui, Gedion Muneni Nzoka, and John Mutua, Executive Director of Anglican 
Development Services-Eastern, in front of a community-managed tree nursery. Photo by Will Postma.  

Community members in front of a solar powered well and cistern supported by Alongside Hope (for-
merly PWRDF). Photoby Will Postma.

continued on page 12 

Ian Van Haren is a member of the 
Alongside Hope board of directors. 
He was the Executive Director of 
Action Réfugiés Montréal from 
2022-2024.

A small amount of money 
in Canada goes a long way 
elsewhere. When we support 
Alongside Hope (formerly 
PWRDF), our funds are put to 
good use to improve the lives 
of people around the world. 
In June, I had the privilege of 
travelling to Kenya with other 
board members to learn about 
the type of initiatives Along-
side Hope supports.

Learning About Local Initia-
tives

The projects we saw varied 
but mainly focused on imple-
menting resilient agricultural 
practices to support liveli-
hoods. 

Our trip started along the 
Indian Ocean. In Kilifi, the 
Kenyan Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, using funding from 
Alongside Hope through the 
ACT Alliance, supports local 
“self-help groups” implement-
ing new agricultural prac-
tices and partnered with local 
government officials to support 
agricultural resilience. 

Here, the assistant county 
commissioner let us know of 
her appreciation for the sup-
port we had provided to help 
with local efforts that contrib-
ute to the nation-wide initiative 
to plant 15 billion trees. We 
planted trees in support of the 
initiative and visited three local 
growing projects for seedlings 
that support small-scale farm-
ing initiatives. 

Further up the coast, in the 
Tana River Delta, we vis-
ited communities affected by 
drought and floods. We heard 
how more extreme weather 
has caused challenges for the 
community. The previous year, 
flooding within the river delta 
displaced local communities 
and caused conflict between 
pastoralists and herders. 
Church World Service (CWS), 
an Alongside Hope partner, 
provided emergency food 
assistance to displaced com-
munities, and then, as the 
situation improved, supported 
small-scale farming initiatives 
with chickens and honeybees. 
Community members told us 
how the support from CWS 
helped members of different 
backgrounds and religions in 
their community support each 
other. 

Collaborating with ecu-
menical partners and local, 
well-established NGOs ensures 
that the work responds to 
community priorities and has 
a durable impact. Alongside 
Hope runs a lean operation 
and does not have its own staff 
overseas. Rather, they support 
local partners to accomplish a 
shared mission.

Moving inland, in Embu 
County, we learned about a 
project Alongside Hope sup-
ports through local partner 

Eclof Kenya, a microfinance 
institution supported by 
Protestant churches, when we 
met members of the Kawan-
jara Dairy Cooperative. Here, 
small-scale local farmers re-
ceive training and can observe 
a model farm that implements 
climate-smart agriculture 
initiatives for inclusive and 
resilient dairy farming. 

I was deeply impressed by 
the training that was provided 
to local farmers on improving 
milk production through inno-
vations like biogas production, 
manure management, fodder 
management, newly incorpo-
rated plants and technology to 
efficiently produce silage. Eclof 
also supports the local coopera-
tive through a local milk clear-
ing house. 

The next day, in neighbour-

ing Kitui County, we learned 
about projects operated by the 
Anglican Church of Kenya’s 
development agency, Anglican 
Development Services, with 
support from Alongside Hope. 
Our host was the Anglican 
Development Services - Eastern 
(ADS-Eastern). We met Bishop 
Gedion Muneni Nzoka, Bishop 
of Kitui, who accompanied us 
for the day as we visited ADS-
Eastern projects. 

Here, in local communi-
ties that often did not have 
an Anglican presence, we 
again met small-scale agricul-
tural collectives supported by 
ADS-Eastern staff. Like some 
other projects we saw earlier 
in the week, the focus was on 
training and developing local 
knowledge to pool funds and 
improve agricultural practices 

in raising livestock and veg-
etables. Local initiatives varied 
by community needs and 
included training on Gender 
Based Violence, support for 
people with disabilities, and 
a community managed tree 
nursery with a solar powered 
well and cistern.

The Kenyans we met were 
delighted with Alongside 
Hope’s new name. They 

recalled the challenges of 
the complicated five-con-

sonant acronym: PWDR… 
RD… PWRF… PWRDF! 

The Kenyans we met 
were delighted with Along-
side Hope’s new name. They 
recalled the challenges of the 
complicated five-consonant 
acronym: PWDR… RD… 

PWRF… PWRDF! Alongside 
Hope is much easier to remem-
ber, though adjusting to the 
new name takes some time.

I was impressed with the or-
ganization of local committees 
who support each other with 
new agricultural innovations. 
Many local groups were proud 
to present their work to us and 
show us the crops they had 
grown or animals they were 
raising. For me, the clear delin-
eation of responsibilities within 
their groups was remarkable. 
The chair, vice-chair, secretary, 
and treasurer would identify 
themselves and often there 
would be deputies for some 
positions as knowledge was 
shared and mentorship was 
provided to younger group 
members. The importance of 
clearly identifying how each 
person contributes to the goal 
of an organization is a lesson I 
take back with me. 

Good governance is needed 
not just in local communities 
where projects are imple-
mented, but also in ensuring 
responsible management of 
organizations. In Nairobi, we 
had a roundtable conversation 
with leaders of the organiza-
tions whose projects we visited 
and some other ecumenical 
partners, including the Na-
tional Council of Churches of 
Kenya. During the meeting, 
John Mutua, the Executive 
Director of Kenya’s Anglican 
Development Services - East-
ern, reminded us all that “good 
governance and policy don’t 
guarantee success but their 
absence almost guarantees 
failure”. 

Grappling with challenges

During the trip, we heard 
from CWS and other agencies 
that the abrupt decrease in 
funding from the US govern-
ment has left organizations 
eager to find new partners to 
support their work. Many aid 
organizations in Kenya have 
had to significantly cut back 
programming and staffing giv-
en drastic decreases in support 
for their work from American 
and other funding agencies.

While in Nairobi, we met 
with Canada’s High Commis-
sioner, Chris Thornley. He 
reminded us to focus on the 
needs not just in Kenya, but 
also in Burundi, Somalia, and 
other countries which face se-
vere humanitarian challenges.

It is not possible for one or-
ganization to respond to every 
need, and we cannot com-
pletely fill the gap left by the 
sudden shift from the Trump 
administration. However, I 
have seen the value that devel-
opment assistance provides. I 
feel compelled to advocate for 
continued support for inter-
national development and 
humanitarian work from our 
government and to continue 
giving as I am able in support 
of, as the Alongside Hope 
vision statement declares, 
working towards a truly just, 
healthy and peaceful world.
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A Prayer from the Diocesan RepresentativesA Prayer from the Diocesan Representatives
The Anglican Fellowship of Prayer - CanadaThe Anglican Fellowship of Prayer - Canada

For more information on AFP-C, contact Stacey Neale at valstacey@bell-net.

Notables

We also welcome fresh 
produce and fruits, in larger 
quantities, to be used for our 
lunch and breakfast programs.

CLOTHING DONATIONS
In-season, clean and un-

damaged clothing for our small 
thrift store: “Clothes that you 
would be proud to wear your-
self.” We also accept gently 
used winter coats and boots.

Drop in our bin at the cor-
ner of Bernard and St. Urbain.

OTHER DONATIONS
Other items on our wishlist 

include: personal care supplies 
(including toothpaste, tooth 

Mile End Mission is being mindful
brushes, deodorant), warm 
sleeping bags and gently used 
or new art supplies.

Drop off to us Tuesday to 
Friday, from 10am to 3pm.

Our Address: 
99 Bernard Street West
Montreal, Quebec
H2T 2J9 

From all of us at the Mission 
we would like to thank everyone 
at the Diocese who has contrib-
uted to our program over the 
years. We wish you and your 
loved ones a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

continued from page 10 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel signals the 
start of the Advent Season. “God with us” is 
coming. 

Majestic music and full voice congrega-
tions bellow through the church. “God with 
us” is approaching.

Pageant planning and choir rehearsals 
fill our agendas. “God with us” is getting 
nearer.

Items for Christmas Baskets and giving 
trees are filling our shopping carts. “God 
with us” is closer.

Silent Night and O Little Town of Bethle-
hem herald Jesus’s birth on Christmas Day. 
“God with us” is here now. Rejoice! Rejoice!

The Magi bring gifts full of meaning and 
honour. They depart full of wonder and 
awe. Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the 
earth and sky.1 “God with us” is with them 
and the world.

The Holy Family full of fear flees to a for-
eign land. “God with us” is with them and 
all the dispossessed.

Herod, the king, in his raging, charged he 
hath this day. His men of might, in his own 
sight, all young children to slay.2 “God with 
us” have you fled from us? Are you with 

him? With his men of might?
Gracious God, we pray for peace full stop. 
There are too many wars raging in your pre-
cious world. “God with us” is hard to find. We 
feel too small, too powerless to stop them. 
Fill us with a sense of urgency to act against 
the hatred, racism, and greed that is at the 
root of all conflicts. Fill all those in authority 
with a sense of reason and compassion. Open 
a crack to let the Prince of Peace entre their 
hearts to soften their wills and instill a true 
love of neighbour. Fill us with the certainty 
that with “God with us” all things are truly 
possible. This we pray in Jesus’s name. 
Amen.  

Gracious God, please bless my partner in 
prayer, Valerie Bennett, as she steps away 
from the role of Diocesan Representative for 
the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer. We start-
ed this journey with great enthusiasm for 
the task at hand. Finding ways and means to 
encourage more prayer in our Diocese was 
harder than we thought. Writing this prayer 
on a regular basis was our humble effort to 
reach out to this community and lift up to 
God those issues, good or bad, that were 
impacting us all. I thank God for Valerie’s 
presence in my life and for her tempering 
hand in drafting these prayers. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stacey Neale

Notes: 1 – last two lines from We Three Kings; 2 – middle stanza from The Coventry Carol. 

supporting their projects, and 
walking together in the rehabilita-
tion of their rights.”

A Continuing Journey

For these students, recon-
ciliation is not a theory but a 
practice, a journey of listening, 
learning, and walking along-

Journey Toward Reconciliation
continued from page 5

side. As Marc Potvin reminds 
them, “The ILE is not an end, but 
a beginning.”

Their steps toward under-
standing, taken together on the 
lands of Kahnawake, mark a 
shared commitment to heal-
ing and to a future where the 
Church’s ministry is rooted not in 
words alone, but in relationship.

For almost 50 years!! Crosstalk 
Ministries has been facilitating 
Day Camp programs for chil-
dren ages 4-12, across Canada, 
and beyond. Children in these 
communities spend a week 
learning about God .and lives 
are changed as campers and 
leaders come to know Jesus 
and experience His love.

Our 2026 program,”One of 
Us” is very dear to our hearts 
as it was first created exclu-
sively by the CTM community 
to celebrate the milennium. It 
includes lovely handcrafted 
slides designed by talented 
Montreal artists, telling the sto-
ry of Jesus’ birth and childhood 
as recounted in the Gospel of 
Luke. 

Each day the campers 
will experience one of these 
five exciting stories: “Mary’s 
Surprise”, “Born in a Stable,” 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem”, “Taken 
to the Temple” and “Talking 
with the Teachers” The program   
unpacks the stories through 
songs and games, small groups 
and creative media, including 
liturgical dance - all geared to 
children of 4-12 years. 

Program Options

Classic Day Camp
A locally-led program for 
churches & communities with 
five days of content, lasting 5 
hours per day. Cost: 500$

The Extended Day Manual
Additional resources to extend 
content to 8 hours, per day.
Cost: 50$

Backyard Day Camp
A program for smaller host 
communities unable to mount 
a full-day program. This ver-
sion includes five two and a 
half hour-long sessions, with 
content from the 5 Daily Stories 
including slides, sing-along 
songs, small group materials, 
creative activities, games and 
daily challenges. Cost: $250

Visit the Day Camps section 
of the CTM website for further 
promo details. The fillable ap-
plication form for 2026 may be 
accessed here.

If you have further ques-
tions, please feel free to contact 
our office at any time.

Valerie Taylor,
Day Camp Director
Mobile- 514-481-1414

CTM Day Camps 2026

Saturday, December 6th: 
All Saints breakfast. Church 
Hall, 248 18th Ave, Deux-
Montagnes. Good will off ering  
pilkington@sympatico.ca

Saturday, December 6th:
Concert-bénéfi ce et souper, 
La Nativite Rosemere. At 
Complexe La Providence, St 
Leonard. 438-524-2056.

Sunday, December 21st: 
Family Service at St Barnabas.
At 9:30am, with sweets after 
the service! 12301 Colins St in 
Pierrefonds All welcome!
www.st-barnabas.qc.ca

Sunday, December 21st: 
Paws&Pray Christmas: Bring 
Your Dog to Church! 4 pm at 
Christ Church Beaurepaire, 
455 Church St, Beaconsfi eld. 
(accessible by bus 211) christ-
churchbeaurepaire.ca/paws

Ms Valerie Taylor is the Day 
Camp Director of Crosstalk Min-
istries.

VALERIE TAYLOR

Two favourite Janet Best photos I couldn’t fi nd space for!

Victor-David with his cousin, Abbé Roger Busuguts-
ala following the service of induction.

Sandrine, Willow, Alex, Georgie and Angie at Alex’s 
ordination to the diaconate September 14, 2025.


